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Fascists* This move has been described by a leading authority as the
most successful tactic ever adopted by the Comintern in peace time;
but, in fact, its success in Europe was very limited and temporary. The
vast Stalinist purges in Russia at this time profoundly shocked even the
Communists in other countries, and made the task of infiltration difficult.
In France the exploitation of local difficulties and grievances led to the
formation of a Popular Front Government, with the Socialist, Blum, as
Premier, but for reasons which cannot be discussed here the movement
soon fizzled out. In Spain the Popular Front met with very little success in
the Civil War and it was partly for this reason that Stalin found himself
somewhat reluctantly forced to undertake direct intervention. Only in
Yugoslavia did the tactics of infiltration yield good results at this time,
On the whole, in spite of its early promise, the policy of the Popular Front
was a failure and just before the Second World War Communism was not
in a strong position in Europe outside Russia,
The Russian alliance with Hitler, shameful though it appeared to
Western eyes, was in accord with the Communist theory that the end
justifies the means and made it possible for Russia to fulfil her long-
cherished ambition of invading Poland. The entry of Russia into the
Second World War provided the Communists with a unique opportunity.
They were now able to operate openly in some countries where their
activities had been rigorously controlled. More important still, at a very
early stage they participated in the National Resistance Movement in
enemy-occupied countries, with the twofold aim of assisting the War
effort and building up their own position for the future. It was indeed
the confidence so created that enabled them at the end of the War to
secure control of a number of East European countries and it appears that
only the military intervention of the British deprived them of a similar
success in Greece. In Poland on the other hand the resistance movement
remained almost entirely in non-Communist hands, and Communism
only became a serious force when Russia established the mainly Commun-
ist so-called Committee of National Liberation.
The necessity of co-operating with the Allies naturally imposed some
restraint on direct Communist propaganda during the War* Russia could
scarcely continue openly to proclaim world revolution as her aim and it
was for this reason that, in 1943, the Comintern, which was intensely
disliked by the Allies, was dissolved* The interruption was temporary and
purely tactical. It deceived many people at the time, but in reality
Stalin had never abandoned the belief that the world was irreconcilably
divided between the capitalist and the Communist countries. According